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June 12, 2000

00-144
For Immediate Release:

EIU BOARD OF TRUSTEES GIVES GO-AHEAD TO FY 2002 BUDGET REQUESTS
CHARLESTON- Having received the go-ahead from its Board of Trustees, Eastern Illinois
University will submit a Fiscal Year 2002 capital budget request which includes $40 million for
construction work on the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Eastern, as part of the state's budgeting process, must submit its appropriations request
annually to the Illinois Board of Higher Education who, in turn, will make its FY 2002 higher
education budget recommendations to the governor in December 2000. The governor will then
make his FY 2002 budget recommendations to the General Assembly in February 2001.
The university's fine arts center, completed in 1959, houses Eastern's art, music and theatre
departments, and offices for its College of Arts and Humanities. The university received $4.3
million in FY 2001 to be used for the planning of Doudna's rehabilitation and for the acquisition of
the land needed for the building's expansion.
According to Jeff Cooley, acting vice president for business affairs, six different firms will
be on Eastern's campus during the next two weeks in order to obtain the information they need to
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FY 2002 BUDGET REQUESTS

prepare proposals for Doudna's renovation.
The Doudna building represents only a small portion of the many deferred maintenance
projects on Eastern's campus that await attention. In addition to the $40 million, $750,000 is being
requested to rehabilitate the interior of McAfee Gymnasium, $350,000 each to rehabilitate the
Klehm Hall and Physical Science Building's chillers and $1.2 million to rehabilitate and upgrade the
HVAC and plumbing at Coleman Hall.
Other recent capital budget requests by the university have prioritized the rehabilitation and
remodeling of existing facilities over new construction- a task that is estimated to cost nearly $110
million. However, Eastern's Campus Master Plan does call for the eventual construction of several
new structures.
Therefore, the FY 2002 budget request also will include nearly $5 million for the planning
of a new science building, $4 million to upgrade the campus' electrical distribution and $2.5 million
for the construction of a south campus chilled water loop.
The board also approved a FY 2002 appropriated funds operating budget request of more
than $88.8 million - a 15.3 percent increase over Eastern's FY 2001 appropriated and income
funds base budget of $77 million.
This request includes a 6 percent increase for salary increases and a 9.3 percent increase
for Social Security payments (Medicare portion), as well as a 6 percent increase for Eastern's
utilities budget, a 10 percent increase for library acquisitions and a 3 percent increase for
miscellaneous departmental operating expenses, such as commodities, contractual services,
telecommunications and equipment.
Other requests, totaling $7.7 million, would fund projects consistent with the six goals of the
Illinois Board of Higher Education's Illinois Commitment dealing with economic growth, teaching
and learning, affordability, access and diversity, program quality and assessment, and productivity
and accountability.
-30-

